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Thomas P. Moss
City Attorney

Navin A. Ramnath
Deputy City Attorney

Robert M. Ruiz
Assistant City Attorney

August 11, 2026

Chief Daniel J. Ransone

Sunrise Police Department

10440 West Oakland Park Boulevard
Suni Florida 33351

:: Donation of Forfeiture Funds
Chief Ransone,

This letter is provided in response to your request for a legal opinion outlining the statutory
authority and requirements for donations from state Law Enforcement Trust Fund
(“LETF”) proceeds. My opinion is based on the following: a review of the relevant Florida

atutc  a riew of the entiti 2eking donations, and the information provided to the
City from tl  requestor enti locumenting the expenditure of mor / received in
previous years. Please read carefully below to ensure that | have properly summarized
the facts and answered the question posed. If you have any further questions, please
notify me immediately.

Facts:

... City of Sunrise Police Department (“Dej tment”) has receiv 1 requests from six (6)
charitab organizations for donation of sta LETF proceeds. Tt [ )>artment may grant
such requests, provided the requestor submits supporting documentation to satisfy the
requirements of Section 932.7055, Florida Statutes. You advised that the Department has
funds in its state LETF account to grant the requests, should you determine the requests
to be sufficient and appropriate.
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proper use of a previor donation. The “accounting” of FY 2024-2% donation provic |
includes the dollar amounts of the specific expenditures and describes each expense;
however, | am unable to ascertain if those expenditures related to crime prevention, safe
neighborhood initiatives, drug abuse education or drug prevention programs. The Chief
should consider all the above factors in considering certifying this request.

ard County, Inc.

There is a written request from Women in Distress of Broward County, Inc. for a donation
in FY 2025-26. The request acknowledges the permissible uses of forfeiture funds
contained in Section 932.7055 and certifies that the requested money will be expended
only on those uses, including crime prevention, safe neighborhood initiatives, drug abuse
education and drug prevention programs. There is no ence to the organization’s
anticipated recurring costs. The request includes a letter certifying that a previous $4,000
donation in FY 2024-25 was properly spent. Tt request includes 1 tached
“accounting” reflecting the organization’s “total value of services provided” with detailed
descriptions of those services and costs. The information provided may or may not
constitute “the same reports as an agency of the municipality that receives public funds.”

As to the due diligence analysis, Women in Distress of Broward County, Inc. is registered
with the Department of State ¢ an active Florida not-for-profit corporation which filed an
annual report in January 2026. The letter of request is dated March 31, 2026, for a
donation of $4,000 in . / 2025-26. Tt reqt includes ' cenrtifying the proj - u¢
of a previous donation. The “accounting” provided for the prior donation appear to show
the funds were used in compliance with Section 932.7055. The Chief should consider all
the above factors in considering certifying this request.

Broward Victim's Rights Coalition, Inc.

_.lere is a written request from Broward Victim's Rights Coalition, Inc. for a donation in
FY 2025-26. The request acknowledges the permissible uses of forfeiture funds
contained in Section 932.7055 and certifies that the requested money will be expended
¢ yonthose us 3, including crime prevention, safe neighborhood initiatives, drug abuse
education and drug prevention programs. There is no reference to the organization’s
anticipated recurring costs. There is a letter certifying that a previous $4,500 donation
was properly spent while delineating how the funds were spent. This information may or
may not constitute “the same reports as an agency of the municipality that receives public
funds.”

As to the due diligence analysis, Broward Victim's Rights Coalition, Inc. is r¢ ~“stered with
the Department of State as an active Florida not-for-profit corporation which filed an
annual report in February 2026, as well as an amended annual report in July 2026. The
letter of request is dated August 3, 2026, for a donation of $4,500 in FY 2025-26. There
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is a letter certifying the proper use of a previous donation, including an “accounting” of
monies received and spent. The previous expenditures appear to support safe
neighborhood initiatives and/or crime prevention, which are permissible uses. ..ie Chief
should consider all the above factors in considering certifying this request.

There is a written request from A Child is Missing, Inc. for a donation in FY 2025-26. The

juest acknowledges the permissible uses of forfeiture funds contained in Section
932.7055 and certifies that the requested money will be expended only on those uses,
including crime prevention, safe neighborhood initiatives, drug abuse education and drug
prevention programs. There is no reference to the organization’s anticipated recurring
costs. The request includes a letter certifying that a previous $3,000 donation in FY b-
25 wi properly it. The reque includes an attached  :>countil owing how the
money was spent and how the requested donation would be spent. This information may
or may not constitute “the same reports as an agency of the municipality that  :eives
public funds.”

As to the due diligence analysis, A Child is Missing, Inc. is registered with the Department
of State as an active Florida not-for-profit corporation which filed an annual report in April
2026. The letter of request is dated July 20, 2026, for a donation of $3,000 in FY 2025-
26. There  a letter certifying the proper use of a previous donation, including an
“accounting” of monies rec \ {and spent. The previous expenditures appear to support
crime prevention, which is a permissible use. The Chief should consider all the above
factors in considering certifying this request.
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Forfeiture donations that satisfy the criteria listed above would be permissit  uses of
LETF proceeds under state law and would count towards the required twenty-five percent
(25%) of funds to be distributed to specific charitable organizations pursuant to Section
97~ 70 (5)(c)3, Florida Statutes. All forfeitu  exy ditures, including donations, require
the Chiet certification.

For @ sons stated above, LEl. proceeds may be donated to the req: stir
charitable organizations if the Chief of Police certifies to the City Commission that the
uses proposed by each organization comply with Section 932.7055(5) which requires: an
application to the Chief in writing for a donation; a certification that the money will be used
for an authorized purpose; a description of the organization’s anticipated recurring costs;
and an accounting for donations received by furnishir — the same reports as an agency of
the municipality that receives public funds. Of course, the City Commission must
authoi” : 1ch appropriations.

If you need further information or wish to discuss this matter further, please let me know.

Sincerely,

/&éwﬁzg

oert M. Ruiz
Assistant City Attorney
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